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Welcome Speech by PCCI’s President, Mr. Vassilis Korkidis

Working Luncheon, at the Piraeus Marine Club, March 7th, 2023
“Internationalizing Piraeus Maritime Center –The vital driving force in the global supply chains”
Your Excellency, Honorable guests, Ladies and Gentelmen,
Allow me to express my condolences to the families of the victims at the tragic train accident, one week ago, in our country.
We welcome the Chinese Ambassador to Greece, the honorable Mr. Xiao Junzheng, to the country's biggest port, which has been given the title «the head of the Dragon» by Chinese government officials and which also demonstrates the port's importance since is the meeting point of two global «sea players». The number one in the world Greek shipowners and the Chinese Cosco, a giant company in sea transport. 
The successful, as turned out, COSCO's investment in Piraeus gave a boost to the port, which is currently fifth in the ranking of EU ports, at 9th place internationally in the Xinhua-Baltic Shipping Centers Index (ISCD) and for the third consecutive year in this important global shipping index.
As I mentioned during the Ambassador’s recent visit in our Chamber, I mentioned, we don’t forget that when we were between the three austerity measures of the EU memoranda, under capital controls and uncertain future, China trusted Greece, Greek people, respected our history and friendship and invested in our country. 
It is a fact that the management and people of PPA-COSCO have committed to continue with dedication and responsibility the dynamic course of sustainable development of the Port of Piraeus. A development course in which the business community of Piraeus looks forward to participate, on the basis of a cooperation, since the «common goal» is the development of the port and its emergence as a global shipping center.
Since 2017, when the first PPA Master Plan was submitted after successive comments, amendments, proposals, public consultations and meetings of the Ports Planning and Development Committee (ESAL), where the requirements and needs were defined, the desired result was finally achieved, in 2023.
The final Master Plan seems to include the provisions for the operation and further development of the port, port zones and sub-zones, land uses, building conditions, new mandatory and non-compulsory investments, environmental commitments etc.  The most important environmental commitment that has been set, for the full implementation of the Master Plan is the requirement to prepare a comprehensive traffic study during the environmental licensing stage of the projects.
The Master Plan is divided into 3 parts:
 1-The first includes the spatial organization and development program of the port of Piraeus.
 2-The directions and measures for the protection of the environment.
 3-The memorandum includes the topographical diagram with the building conditions and land uses of the port zones.
Based on the data of the Leading Maritime Cities 2022 (LMC) released in mid-January 2022, Singapore gave first place to Piraeus in the «Shipping» category and to Shanghai for «Ports & Logistics» respectively, while losing some ground in «Maritime Finance & Law». Based on the overall score, Piraeus was ranked 12th and 1st in the «shipping» category as a shipping center, as it is home to the largest national fleet.
We must «build» on the feelings of appreciation that the Chinese business community maintains towards Greek shipping, but also on the gigantic investments of Greek Shipowners who build commercial ships in Chinese yards.  Based on the data until the end of 2021, Greek shipowners have built approximately 1,300 ships with a total value of 60 billion dollars in Chinese shipyards.
It is an opportunity to develop cooperation at this level between Chinese shipyards and Greek companies that manufacture all types of materials and consumables for ships, as well as companies that specialize in ship construction whose level of expertise is top notch. The project must be spread to as many local businesses as possible. This the most important part of any Master Plan for Greek economy as well as the local community and entrepreneurship. This can be achieved by an «outsourcing» approach instead of the «in-house» one. This was and still is the only one «added value» requested from PCCI to Cosco from the very beginning of the investment in Piraeus Port.
The fact of the scoring of the ISCD index, can be the trigger for further development of the cooperation of the business community of Piraeus with the PPA in a win-win relationship that will push the PPA-COSCO to the first positions of the said ranking. Today, Piraeus is a «gateway» for Chinese products, and not only in Europe.  This «gate» the business community of Piraeus «waits to open both ways» so that Greek companies can increase their export activities in the Chinese market. So, let's develop and utilize the relationship between the business world and the port, with a broad perspective and the role that this relationship can assume for the joint achievement of the goal which is none other than joint development. Piraeus can be the «Dry Port» between China and Greece, between Asia and Europe.
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